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Join us at Wesley UMC for 

imposition of ashes on Ash 

Wednesday, March 1. 

Rev. Swickard will impose ashes in our sanctuary from 

12:00 - 12:30PM and again from 6:30 - 7:00PM. There will 

be no formal worship service; ashes will be imposed, and 

you will be invited to stay as long as you wish for a time of 

prayer and meditation.  Devotional guides will be available.  

Please set aside one of these times to come join us as we 

prepare our hearts for Lent. 

It's time to start setting aside treasures for the annual 

ASP/ALL - CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE! You may begin 

bringing your items to the church on SUNDAY, MARCH 5 

(PLEASE NOTE: Due to lack of storage 

space, we are unable to accept any 

donations earlier than that date). 

NO large items - including 

furniture - will be accepted. In 

other words, if you can carry it 

in, we will try to sell it! All 

Wesley hands are welcome to help with the set-up (sorting, 

pricing, etc.) daily beginning Sunday and continuing through 

Thursday morning. The sale will take place on Thursday, 

March 9 from 5-8PM, and Friday and Saturday, March 10 - 

11 from 8AM - 12PM. Please contact youth director Ben 

Pertl, or sale organizer Darlene Stoltz for more information. 

 

Do you want to take up  

a Lenten discipline?  

See page 6 for ideas! 

 

 
Youth and chaperones who will 

be going on this summer’s 

mission trip to Appalachia 

are currently selling  

ASP Stock. 

You can purchase stock at 

 a table in the sanctuary 

hallway on Sunday mornings. 

Speak with Ben Pertl or 

Tory Wilson for  

more information. 
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Join Wesley UMC 

women for the 2nd Annual Faith, Friends and a 

Good Book Retreat on Saturday April 1st FROM 

8:30 – 12:30! There are 3 books from which to 

choose AND the option of a movie for teens 

and college-age women will be available. 

Childcare will be provided - PLEASE let us know 

ahead of time that your child(ren) will be 

coming. Light breakfast items will be offered 

and Subway sandwich lunches will be provided. 

A free-will offering will be taken to offset the 

cost of food and materials. To find out which 

books (and movie) we are offering, please stop 

by the table in the sanctuary hallway on 

Sunday morning, or stop by the church office 

during the week. Books are available from your 

favorite online bookseller. All registrations for 

the event are due by Sunday, March 26. Grab 

your friends, your book, and join us for a 

morning of fun, conversation and food! 

 

Sundays, January 29 and February 5, our youth 

collected over $600 for the Souper Bowl of 

Caring! All donations will be divided equally 

between the Charleston Area Churches Food 

Pantry, the Wesley Foundation Food Pantry 

and the CHS Food Pantry. Thanks for helping us 

feed food insecure families and individuals in 

our own community. 

 

Wesley UMC Congregational Care Ministries 

invites you to help be the church to our 

homebound, hospitalized, ill and care-facility 

members. Various ministries such as Faith 

Friends, Helping Hands, Basket Ministry, and 

others need your help.  ALSO –  The Church & 

Society Ministry Team is seeking new 

members.  The team meets monthly to help 

WUMC relate to social issues of mercy and 

justice in our community, our nation and 

around the world. Yellow "Yes, Lord" 

volunteer information sheets can be found at 

a table by the Information Center in the 

sanctuary hallway and placed in the basket on 

the table, the offering basket, or brought into 

the office.  For more information about 

Congregational Care Ministries, contact Pastor 

Janice Kahl in the church office or at 

jkahl@charlestonwesley.org.  Christ calls us to 

be his hands and feet in the world – there is a 

place for YOU to serve! 

 

 

  

mailto:jkahl@charlestonwesley.org
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A Stephen Minister is a 

member of the Wesley 

congregation who has 

successfully completed 50 hours of training in 

such areas as confidentiality, listening, using 

Christian caregiving tools, and understanding 

feelings, grief, and depression.  He or she will 

provide one-to-one Christian care to people in 

our church and community experiencing 

challenges in life—grief, loneliness, divorce, 

hospitalization, disability, job loss, and many 

other life difficulties.  A Stephen Minister will 

listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional 

support to his or her care receiver, and walk 

with that care receiver through life’s difficult 

times. 

At the center of Stephen Ministry are two 

important concepts: confidentiality and 

supervision. Confidentiality is our highest 

priority. Stephen Ministers keep all aspects of 

the care receiver’s situation in complete 

confidence. No information—not even the care 

receiver’s name—is shared with others.  During 

small group peer supervision, the Stephen 

Minister will speak of the care receiver’s 

situation in only the broadest terms, referring 

to family issues, health issues, job issues, for 

example; specifics are never shared.  This peer 

supervision is absolutely essential for 

successful Stephen Ministry; Stephen Ministers 

attend supervision faithfully for three very 

good reasons: (1) Supervision enables the best 

care possible for those whom Stephen 

Ministers serve; (2) Supervision allows the 

Stephen Ministers to help each other grow to 

become even better caregivers; (3) Supervision 

allows Stephen Ministers to care for 

themselves as well. 

If you would like more information about 

Stephen Ministry, please contact Nancy 

Marlow in the church office or e-mail her at 

nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org. 

Lent begins on March 1 (Ash 

Wednesday), and that means 

it’s time again for 40 Bags in 

40 Days!  

Back by popular demand, this is your 

opportunity to do something different, 

challenging, and meaningful for Lent.  This idea 

has been around for several years, and some of 

you may be familiar with it.  During each of the 

40 days of Lent, you will find a bag of stuff that 

you will get rid of.  This can be stuff you trash 

or stuff you donate; it’s up to you.  The size of 

the bag is up to you, too.  This group will not 

have any meetings; we will operate as a private 

Facebook group.  Search in Groups for Wesley 

United Methodist Church 40 Bags/40 Days.  If 

you are not a member, simply ask to join and 

you will be added.   

The purpose of this exercise is to reduce the 

amount of stuff we have so we can focus less 

time on our stuff and more time on God.  Mike 

Slaughter, in his book Christmas Is Not Your 

Birthday, wrote: “What we spend our money 

on reveals our ultimate values: it is a  

(Continued, on page 4 > > >) 

mailto:nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org
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demonstration of what we truly worship . . . 

Storing up treasures on earth without being 

rich toward God means that life is all about me, 

my family, and my family’s needs and wants.  

We then become disciples of the culture of 

consumption (self-focused) rather than 

disciples of the Lord Jesus (servant-focused).  

Overspending, debt, and attachment to 

material possessions hinders our ability to fully 

commit to following Jesus in sacrificial mission . 

. . The more we have, the harder we have to 

work to maintain what we have, which means 

less time to develop relationships with those 

closest to our hearts and less time to serve 

Jesus’ mission for the least and the lost.”  Not 

only do we benefit ourselves by simplifying our 

lives, we have the opportunity to get our 

excess stuff into the hands of those who can 

use it.  One opportunity for us is to donate our 

excess to the Youth ASP Rummage Sale in 

March.  I hope you can join us!! 

 

ATTENTION PARENTS:  
MARK YOUR CALENDERS! 

We will be hosting our first of many FAMILY 

FUN NIGHTS ON FRIDAY MARCH 17TH from 

6:00-8:15. It will be a night of singing, making 

family BLESSING JARS for Lent, and watching a 

movie. Snacks will be provided. Watch for 

more details for a fun-packed family event. You 

won’t want to miss it! 

  
Brett Bensley   Darlene Bingham  
Gary Brinkmeyer   Justin Carr  
Mason Daugherty  Allen Davis  
Priscilla Ebdon         Sharon Eberly  
Sandy Ernst                     Jim Farley  
Mikey Fleming                Taylor Fleming  
Kathy Gandolfi                 Dennis Grant  
Nancy Grant    Janice Grewell  
Beverly Harrison   Jeri Hughes  
Kathy Hummel   Jody Johnson  
Marie King    Michael Lanman 
Janice Louthan   Timothy Loy   
Hal Malehorn   Patti Murphy  
Hank Nilsen   Jayne Ozier 
Alexander Pearson   Andrew Pearson 
Rita Pearson    Brynn Symonds  
Max Winkler    Deb Wolf 
  

 

Please mark 

your calendars and invite your friends and 

family to join us for Easter Sunday worship.  

We will offer services at our regular times of 

8:30 and 10:45AM. Our Chancel Choir will be 

singing and special music will be offered at 

both service times. This is always one of the 

highlights of the church year. Please be sure 

invite and bring friends and relatives!  
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The Missions Ministry Team has 

designated the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief's (UMCOR) efforts to 

address the global refugee problem as our 

March Missions Project. UMCOR Global 

Refugee/Migration Advance is the 

umbrella for many projects that work with 

local agencies, churches, and 

governmental organizations to address 

the needs of men, women, and children 

caught in the global displacement crisis. 

At the end of 2015, there were roughly 65 

million forcibly displaced people. (This 

breaks down to 21.3 million refugees, 

40.8 million internally displaced people 

and 3.2 million asylum seekers.) 

More than half of the refugees come from 

just three countries: Syria, Afghanistan 

and Somalia. The UN Refugee agency 

estimated that about one million more 

will need to be resettled in 2017. 

Tragically, a little over half of the refugees 

are children. This is the worst refugee 

crisis since WWII. 

If you would like to help refugees around 

the world, please make your check out to 

Wesley UMC with Refugees on the memo 

line or visit the church’s website, 

charlestonwesley.org, and click on the 

$ button at the bottom of the page. If you 

prefer to make a cash donation, there are 

blue mission offering envelopes in the 

pew backs. Thank you very much for your 

support. 

Your Missions Ministry Team 
 

It’s hard to believe, 

but our Disciple Fast 

Track Old Testament 

class is past the halfway mark. We will 

begin the NEW TESTAMENT portion of 

Fast Track on Wednesday, March 29, and 

newcomers are welcome to join us!  The 

group meets in the parlor each 

Wednesday from 5:30 – 6:45PM. The New 

Testament Participant Guides are $15 

each, and a sign-up sheet will soon be 

available by the information desk in the 

sanctuary hallway. For more information 

about the study, speak with Pastor Janice 

Kahl.  You can learn more about Disciple 

Fast Track at –  

https://www.cokesbury.com/disciplefast

track. 
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The Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry has 

been hosting a week of prayer every semester 

for over seven years. This year we are inviting 

the Wesley congregation to participate with us. 

WHAT: A 24/7 prayer vigil is a week of 

dedicated prayer will be held at WUMC in 

Room 122. 

·     Individuals or groups sign up to pray for 

one hour increments so that at least one 

person is praying at all times. 

 We hope to have many different prayer 
prompts and ways to pray so that each 
time a person comes to pray, the 
experience can be new.  
 

WHEN: March 26 at 7:30pm ending April 2 at 

8pm. All are welcome to come at 7:30pm on 

March 26 for a blessing ceremony. One hour 

prayer slots will begin at 8pm and continue 

until 8pm on Sunday, April 2. We will have a 

closing ceremony at 8pm that night. 

HOW: You may drop in at any time. We do 

encourage people to sign up to pray so that we 

can be sure all our prayer hours are filled. To 

sign up go to www.eiuwesley.org/prayervigil 

or sign up on the board in the church hallway 

near the chapel. 

WHERE: WUMC Room 122 (in Education Wing) 

 

 
 

  
Make a commitment to fast from insensitive, 

cruel comments about others. No gossiping or 

going down the Facebook rabbit hole. 

Spend at least one weekend or evening 

volunteering. Serve a meal at your local soup 

kitchen. Visit the elderly. Stock shelves at a 

food pantry. 

Read the entire Gospel of Mark in one sitting.  The 

shortest Gospel, it is the most concise story of 

Jesus’ life, and the cross, a central Lenten symbol, 

plays an even more prominent role than in the 

other Gospels. 

Take something on — 40 days of letter writing, 

40 acts of kindness, 40 phone calls to the 

important people in your life. OR try Wesley 

UMC’s 40 Bags in 40 Days! 

Think about what you usually spend your 

money on. Pick one type of expenditure that 

you’ll “fast” from during Lent, and then give the 

money you would usually spend to a local 

charity. 

Pray for somebody. As you’re walking the 

streets, driving the highways, or sitting in your 

cubicle at work, pick out a person who appears 

to be in need and pray for that person. Be 

mindful of the words of philosopher Philo of 

Alexandria, who said, “Be kind, for everyone 

you meet is fighting a great battle.”  

Adapted from: http://bustedhalo.com/ministry-

resources/25-great-things-you-can-do-for-lent 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/mark/1
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street – Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

Fax: 217-345-3922 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 

Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   
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